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ETP  News
Report of the ETP Turf Show in Pattensen, Germany 

8th of July 2022

ETP Turf Show and Fieldday in Pattensen, Germany

After a well-attended ETP social dinner in Hildesheim on the evening of 7th 

July, the ETP “Turf Show” and �eldday, which had been postponed due to 

Covid restrictions, took place in Pattensen on the 8th of July 2022. 

More than 250 visitors attended the �eld day, according to the information 

from the ETP and the organising Rasenland Pattensen. Despite Covid and 

other hardships, the audience was again very international and the more 

than 250 visitors were spread over 20 nations. Among them there were 26 

guests from the USA, who had travelled specially for this event.

From the German side, 27 turfproducers and members of the German 

Turfproducers Association (Deutscher Rollrasen Verband – DRV), took part 

in the event with over 90 guests. It was therefore the right decision of the 

DRV board to link its annual summer meeting with the ETP �eld day. After a 

summer conference with record-breaking participation the day before near 

Hannover, the DRV members also �ooded the event of their association 

member and former chairman, Albrecht Frhr. Knigge, owner of Rasenland 

Pattensen and current ETP President.

On the huge exhibition and demonstration area of more than 25 hectares, 

there was plenty of space for everyone. The exactly 34 exhibitors, who were 

distributed on the site according to a detailed plan, came from 13 countries. 

BY Martin Bocksch

Verbandsreferent / Secretary

Deutscher Rollrasen Verband (DRV)



4

ETP  News
The 20 machine suppliers had built up on a distance of what felt like one kilometre in 

length in order to demonstrate their latest models and developments extensively. 

In order to “highlight” some machine novelties, an arena with grandstand had been 

set up centrally at the entrance. At the morning presentation of these highlights, 

all seats were occupied.

The event was structured in such a way that the program was repeated in the 

afternoon, so that missed demonstrations could be attended in the afternoon.

Highlights of the event were, of course, the large mowers and the numerous 

harvesters. Many of the visitors followed them in large numbers during the 

demonstrations. 

In addition to the huge catering area, where it was usually possible to eat and 

drink quickly and without too long waiting times, the 10 other exhibitors from the 

seed and fertilizer industry and the chemical industry also found many interested 

parties. Especially the brand-new turf installer of the company Ziegler, Germany, 

which demonstrated the handling of its turf installer on the site. 

After talks with many participants and exhibitors, everyone was very satis�ed with 

the event. It was good to meet again in this format, after more than two years. 

The practical and personal exchange with the international colleagues and the 

machine companies was missing.

Thus, the ETP as organizer can draw a very positive conclusion and only hope that 

the next �eld day can take place again without postponements.

BY Martin Bocksch

Verbandsreferent / Secretary

Deutscher Rollrasen Verband (DRV)
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Barenbrug news

Yellow Jacket Water Manager increases survival rate

Ensured grass establishment for Barenbrug Resilient Blue® and Barenbrug bent 

mixtures

Current weather extremes are causing more failure of newly sown plants. This is 

a waste of money, especially when it is easy to prevent failure. Optimising water 

management around the seed and young plant is crucial for good germination and 

to increase the survival rate of a young grass plant. Especially at �ne seeds like poa 

pratensis and Agrostis seem to su�er and die from stress. This is why �ne grass se-

eds from Barenbrug are treated with Yellow Jacket Water Manager. Optimal water 

management reduces stress and increases the survival rate of young grass plants. 

Extensive research shows that Yellow Jacket Water Manager signi�cantly increases 

the survival rate, in all soil conditions!

Plant Survival Zone

Yellow Jacket Water Manager (YJWM) �ows out into the soil and sticks to the grains 

of sand when watering the treated grass seeds. Thus, a Plant Survival Zone is for-

med. This zone not only retains water, but also regulates moisture around the seed.

In this way, water is made available for germination. Moreover, growth conditions 

are optimised, ensuring a vital and fast-developing grass plant. A plant that has a 

better chance of surviving today’s weather extremes. 

Figure 1: Plant Survival Zone created by Yellow Jacket Water Manager

At optimum temperature, grass seed germinates only if su�cient moisture is avai-

lable and the seed has good contact with soil. YJWM takes care of this. Even under 

the most di�cult conditions. 

The graph shows that in water-repellent soil, seeds treated with YJWM germinate 

signi�cantly better compared to untreated seeds. If the soil does absorb water well, 

you get as many germinating plants with YJWM-treated seeds as with untreated 

seeds.

But do the newly germinated plants all survive during establishment?
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Establishment

With su�cient light, grass plants from 10°C soil temperature onwards grow only if 

su�cient moisture is present. Above 25°C, the role of water becomes even more 

important in reducing abiotic stress! 

The more constant the soil temperature is, the less stress the plant experiences. The 

less stress the young plant faces, the less vulnerable it is for diseases. If there is too 

little water in the soil, the soil temperature can �uctuate at lightning speed. This can 

be lethal for plants. Optimal moisture content bu�ers temperature �uctuations. For 

optimum moisture content, however, water must be able to in�ltrate into the soil. 

Water-repellent soil often hinders this. 

But even in soils that are not water-repellent, treatment with YJWM helps prevent 

stress. The younger the plant is, the more vulnerable it is to the abiotic stress. And 

the bigger the chance of loss due to disease or desiccation!

Barenbrug news

Graph 1: Germination of Agrostis in water-repellent and water-absorbent soil with 

untreated seeds and with YJWM-treated seeds at seeding rates of 8g/m2. Visual ob-

servation (scale 1-9, DAS = Days After Seeding). 

Source: Barenbrug Research

Graph 2: Development of young plantlets agrostis in water-repellent and water-ab-

sorbent soil with untreated seeds and with YJWM-treated seeds at seeding rate of 

8g/m2. Determination of green cover (living ground cover) by Diabox (0-100% scale). 

Source: Barenbrug Research
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Although the circumstances in water-absorbent soil seemed to be perfect in trials 

for the young plantlets, still more than 50% of the plants - after a good germina-

tion - were killed during establishment. When treated with YJWM almost 80% of the 

plants survived in the same circumstances!

In the water-repellent soil none of the untreaded seeds germinated. Only the plants 

treated with YJWM germinated AND survived afterwards!

Resilient Blue® and bent mixtures

Yellow Jacket Water Manager is one of the main drivers in the success of the Resi-

lient Blue® grass technology of Barenbrug. By helping the Poa pratensis in the Resi-

lient Blue mixtures with this seed enhancement, it not only gets a better start and a 

better position in the mixture. It de�nitely also has a better surviving chance during 

establishment. The Resilient Blue® technology than creates a resilient grass sward 

that is prepared for extreme situations.

In 2023 also the Bar Allbent mixture (Agrostis capillaris) and Bar Triobent mixture 

(Agrostis stolonifera) will use the unique Yellow Jacket Water Manager technology 

for ensured germination and establishment on golf putting greens. It is the next 

step in doing even better justice to the best grass seed genetics available and make 

seeding a success!

More info available on www.barenbrug.biz/yellowjacket-watermanager

Barenbrug news

Figure 2: Trial design to determine germination and establishment of untreated and 

YJWM-treated grass seeds.

Source: Barenbrug Research

http://www.barenbrug.biz/yellowjacket-watermanager 
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Eco Clipper developments

Eco Clipper mowing calculator

Eco Clipper aims to keep turf production costs as low as possible with economical, 

high-capacity machines. To gain more insight into mowing costs, Eco Clipper has 

developed a calculator tool that reveals productivity and costs and helps you choo-

se the most optimal mower for your turf business. Email us at info@ecoclipper.com 

for the calculator and free advice.

Development of autonomous mower

We are on track with the development of the autonomous Eco Clipper mower. The 

prototype we showed at the ETP show is now driving automatically in a �eld at our 

development partner’s premises and we are building a second prototype with a 

larger diesel generator to mow with a 513 cm wide Eco Clipper mower deck. A third 

prototype is being built with a battery and a 309 cm wide mower deck. We aim for 

�eld trials in spring and summer 2023. 

ECO CLIPPER -
LS PRODUCTS 
news

Eco Clipper EC-TM12 
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GKB news

Multi-purpose Combi-Tool now available
from GKB Machines

 

Combining versatility and value-for-money, GKB Machines have launched their new 

Combi-Tool. With a GKB engineered 3-point linkage frame and an ability to equip a 

range of maintenance attachments, the Combi-Tool gives turf managers the option 

of conducting multiple operations such as slitting, raking, rolling and brushing in 

one quick and simple pass.

On show for the �rst time at SALTEX 2022, the Combi-Tool features four attachment 

slots which can be tailored to the venue or the task to be conducted on a given day. 

Brush heads, rake tines, slitting tines, slitting discs and a range of rollers are avai-

lable – with the option of equipping the Combi-Tool with multiple rows of the same 

attachment for a more intensive operation if required. Because of its multi-purpose 

functionality, the Combi-Tool is ideal for multi-sport venues such as winter sport 

facilities, schools, local authorities and contractors. 

The Combi-Tool comes in 1.6m and 2.0m working widths and, as with all GKB Machi-

nes, is precision engineered for strength and durability. Swapping between attach-

ments is fast, with the ability to independently adjust each implement once �tted 

to suit desired working depths.       

Commenting on its introduction, UK Operations Manager Tom Shinkins said, “This 

is a brilliant addition to the GKB portfolio and has been introduced in direct respon-

se to demand from our dealer network. Its versatility is its biggest selling point so 

we’re expecting to see a lot of interest from those managing pitches at grassroots 

level who don’t always have the budgets or resources available to invest in multiple 

machines to conduct some of the basic maintenance operations that can have a 

massive impact on the presentation, playability and health of their surface.” 
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DLF news

AMENITY SEED MARKET 2023 - INFLATION AND PRO-
DUCTION COSTS ARE IN THE DRIVING SEAT

A tough economic situation coupled with increased costs for energy, wages, fertili-

sers, packaging and logistics are pushing up prices for grass, clover and wild �ower 

seeds. In addition, high production prices for other agricultural-commodities, such 

as wheat and rapeseed, are making it harder to contract the planned multiplication 

acreage for seeds at a competitive price 

A good, 2022 seed harvest in Europe  brings some security back 
into the supply chain for DLF customers. 
In the Netherlands, however, production was average, while the acreage declined 

and the seed yield per ha crop 2022 is above average. In Denmark both the acreage 

and the seed yield per ha is above average. Many regions were a�ected by the he-

avy summer drought. For various reasons it seems unlikely that European imports 

from other continents will increase. Factors such as high freight prices, exchange 

rates, high production costs and low yields are the main barriers to imports. 

Species reports
In Europe we have good yields in most of the grass seed species. But for alfalfa, 

red clover and annual ryegrass, the harvest is slightly lower as a result of smaller 

growing area and below average yield per ha.

In the southern hemisphere, the January to March harvest was below average, espe-

cially in New Zealand where perennial ryegrass and white clover yields were low.

In many European countries, there are challenges in contracting grass seed for the 

2023/2024 harvest because the price for competing commodities (cereals, oilseed 

rape, sun�ower) is still very high. Therefore a lower supply of seed from crop 2023, 

incl. from the Netherlands and Denmark, is expected which will a�ect prices and 

availability for 2024 and beyond. The table below highlights the very signi�cant 

increases in the production costs of grass seed over the last 3 years.

Figure: The cost for a farmer to produce grass seed increases with more 

than 500 €/ha from 2021 to 2023

https://forms.office.com/r/XCHEfvmxT3 
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The heavy summer drought caused severe damage to many  crops across much of 

Europe, as well as to the turf of sports pitches, gardens, parks and other green pu-

blic areas. This reduced demand and has helped to balance supplies for 2023. 

September rainfall  prompted the purchase of grass seed for late summer and autu-

mn sowing. These purchases were to �x the recent drought damage, an e�ect that’s 

likely to continue into spring 2023. After a year’s break, it looks like climate change 

is playing its part again. Obviously, a lot depends on what happens this winter and 

spring, but our industry is likely to experience a challenging season in terms of pro-

cessing, logistics and costs. This does put pressure on the supply chain though in 

terms of warehousing and logistics. 

 

High production prices are driving up food and seed prices. 
Prices for agriculture products and food continue to increase, driven by high pro-

duction prices. The cost of food and energy are the main sources of in�ation. Milk, 

meat and cereal prices are at a high which has the knock-on e�ect of pushing up 

prices for turf grasses. All agricultural products are competing for space on the 

same arable land. 

Production  should meet demand for spring season 2023
Seed demand for next spring is hard to predict. The unpredictability stems from un-

certainty over the way that the 2022 drought will a�ect demand, the overall econo-

mic situation, the recovery from Covid isolation and the potential for winter dama-

ge. As previously mentioned, we do not expect any imports from other continents. 

On the contrary we see more exports to South America and Oceania.

Red fescues have had a good harvest in terms of yield and quality for all sub-species 

– Rubra rubra, Rubra commutata and Rubra trichophylla. 

Smooth-stalked meadow grass/Kentucky blue grass prices remain �rm. Even with a 

good harvest, stock levels still need to recover. At the same time, production is di�-

cult and expensive due to limited possibilities for maintenance, e.g. with chemicals. 

Bent grass availability remains in balance despite continued production issues in 

New Zealand, increasing demand and legislation changes may see availability be-

come more restricted in the future. 

Perennial ryegrass, the main species in most mixtures, has had a good harvest quali-

ty-wise. Year by year, we’re seeing a rise in the market share for our tetraploid 4turf® 

varieties from DLF. The high root mass of varieties such as FABIAN makes them po-

pular as a defense against droughts.

In combination with the seed-enhancement technology of our ProNitro® and Acce-

lerator coatings, they’re proving  very popular.

Tall fescues are still in short supply as a result of a lower harvest and the rising de-

mand for drought-tolerant mixtures. We’re not expecting competitive imports of 

low-quality varieties from the US because import taxes makes them uncompetitive.

DLF Select varieties with their high standards of purity and improved germina-

tion always sell out early, especially for our professional turf customers who need 

top-quality mixtures for landscaping, sod production and sports turf renovation.

https://forms.office.com/r/XCHEfvmxT3 
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/species-varieties
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/species-varieties/turf/smooth-stalked-meadow-grass
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/species-varieties/turf/browntop-bent
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/species-varieties/turf/perennial-ryegrass
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/species-varieties/turf/perennial-ryegrass-4turf-quick-action
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/species-varieties/turf/perennial-ryegrass-4turf-quick-action
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/species-varieties/turf/perennial-ryegrass-4turf-quick-action/fabian-20197401
https://www.dlf.com/pronitro
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/accelerator-seed-coating
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/accelerator-seed-coating
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/species-varieties/turf/tall-fescue
https://www.dlf.com/professional-turf/dlf-select-high-purity-and-quality
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Calling all sod producers / other turf managers

With climate change, there is a fear that new fungal diseases will appear or that 

known fungal diseases will become more serious in the future and compromise 

quality.

DLF’s core business is to develop grass varieties that re�ect the needs of our end-u-

sers. It is therefore important to get input about the challenges you as a sod produ-

cer / turf manager face now and in the future.

It will be an incredible help for us to get input from sod producers. We would there-

fore like to invite you to a small online survey focusing on turf diseases. It takes max 

5 minutes. The link below will direct you to the online survey.

When entering the survey you can change language in the upper-right corner

https://forms.o�ce.com/r/XCHEfvmxT3

DLF news

OUTLOOK: production costs and security matters
In this era of economic pressures – increasing cost prices and in�ation driven by 

energy and food prices – it’s vital to work with secure and reliable production par-

tners. Since agricultural commodity prices are competing at farm level with grass 

and clover production, it’s becoming harder to maintain the balance between far-

mer production prices and an acreage that will cover future demand. Climate chan-

ge only increases the challenge. Dry springs, summer droughts and periods of hea-

vy rainfall make future demand more unpredictable.

In the short term, we expect good spring consumption for 2023 for amenity seed, 

which will reduce inventories at all levels of the supply chain. Contracting of new 

production for the 2024 harvest remains di�cult. We expect to see a drop in Euro-

pean acreage for the harvest years 2023 and 2024 caused by production costs and 

the lure of alternative crops. That means we see tighter availability and further chal-

lenges ahead of us. The di�culties of balancing future supply and demand make 

it all the more important to have a strong relationship between growers and our 

customers. 

https://forms.office.com/r/XCHEfvmxT3 
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More info here: turfgrasscongress2023.es/

https://turfgrasscongress2023.es
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European Turfgrass Producers Association

Europea Turfgrass Producers

Founded: 24/11/2014 in Pisa ITALY

Legal address: Via delle Corallaie 1, – 57121 Livorno – ITALY

Fiscal code: (IT) 92123490499

Email: info@turfgrassproducers.eu

WWW: www.turfgrassproducers.eu

mailto:info@turfgrassproducers.eu
http://www.turfgrassproducers.eu
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Albrecht Knigge

ETP President – CEO Rasenland, Germany

Albrecht Knigge grew up on an arable estate near Hanover, Germany. After graduating at Seale Hayne, University 

of Plymouth  in England   he joined  his fathers newly started turf enterprise in 1996.  Since then Albrecht has 

developed the business and taken the position of Owner/Director and set up further turf  farms  under the 

Brand name of “Rasenland”. He was a founding member and the �rst President of the German Turfgrass 

Association. He is married to Caroline, they have three children and  in his free time he enjoys microlighting.

Stamatis Chatzidavid

ETP Board member

Born in Kos island-Greece in 1977. After 

his degree in Agricultural Science at the 

University  of  Perugia (Italy), he turned back 

in his homeland starting his experience 

with the turf world. In 2007 he began his 

own sod production. His farm production is 

focused in warm season grasses.

Michele Bindi

ETP Board Member  – Owner and 

Director of Bindi farms in Italy

Jan  Haalboom

Board Member – Head of Sales and 

Marketing at Barenbrug

International marketing and sales 

experience in turf grasses. 

Maria Cremades

Board Member - Owner and Director 

of Tapiz Verde farms in Spain.

Pieter Teunis Hoogland

Board Member – Sales Director of Van 

Vuuren

He is in the management team to work on 

product & service development.

Per Fimmerstad

Board Member – Owner and manager 

of Malaturf farms in Sweden

Stephen Payne

Board Member

Grew up and started working on the 

family turf farm Paynes Turf in 1998 

and became a partner in the family 

business in 2004, along with my late 

father and brother. Having a great 

passion for turf production and always 

interested in new ideas and taking the 

company forward. My other passion 

is �ying and when I can I like to �y to 

Rafael Castro

Board Member – CEO Novogreen Turf 

– Spain

Graduate in Economics and Business 

Administration, he started his professional 

career as auditor. In 1988 he took over 

the Financial Direction of Valderrama 

Golf Club. Today, Rafael is the CEO 

of Novogreen and one of the major 

shareholders of the Company, founded in 

2005, and the leading turfgrass producer 

in Spain.
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